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Ireland has a long tradition in the breeding of horses and ponies spanning many
centuries. Both horses and ponles played a vital role in both small and large scale
farming economies and also provided an essential means of transporl. While most
breeds were geographically well represented throughout lreland, particular regions
were synonymous to particular breeds of pony depending on their size, conformation,
adaptation, and suitability to a particular region. The most obvious and hest known
breed o fit this category is the Connemara Pony.

There is however abundant historical anecdotal evidence to prove the existence of
another pony breed, indigenous to the south western region of Ireland, which played a
vital role in the transport of turf, which was the main domestic fuel source for many
centuries, This pony breed was particularly suitable for this tfype work in bog
conditions because of its size and conformation, and became locally known as the
Kerry Bog Pony, With the advent of allernative domestic fuel sourees in the last
twenty years the Kerry Bog Pony went into a severe decline to the extent of almost
complete extinction. Thankfully through the efforts of John Mulvihill who is native 1o
the region and a devoted conservationist of all local plant and animal species, halted
the complete extinction of this pony breed, by embarking on a survival plan based on
strict criteria in the classification of the breed in conformation and size, and also from
a genetic basis by having genetic markers identified from the genetic pool available
within this breed. The identification of genetic markers would provide a means of
verification of parentage and statistically establish particular markers that may be
associated with the bread

John made contact with our laboratory in 1994 and we commenced a blood typing
plugxam on all ponies that fulfilled the criteria in the classification of this breed. On
the 7" of March 1994 the first stallion Flashy Fox was blood typed, which initiated

our genetic testing program of Blood Typing. Sincel998 in accordance with the
international scientific body The Internstional Soclety For Animal Genetics
(ISAG) our laboratory changed from Blood Typing to DNA genotyping. All stallions,
brood mares and offspring were subsequently DNA typed.
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